
Network

Why is this important?
Networking enables professionals to share 
knowledge and expertise, and to develop 
professional relationships and capacity. Network 
members can learn from their peers and access 
information on good practices and knowledge of 
emerging trends in the field.

The IAEA supports professional networking 
through its Global Nuclear Safety and Security 
Network, which comprises 18 networks that 
help Member States connect, collaborate and 
communicate. One of these, the Technical 
and Scientific Support Organizations Forum 
(TSOF), supports networking among technical 
and scientific support organizations (TSOs) to 
support nuclear and radiation safety and related 
scientific and technical issues.

What do I need to know?
The TSOF, established in 2010 by the IAEA, 
promotes collaboration among TSOs and 
other organizations interested in technical and 
scientific issues related to nuclear safety and 
security. TSOF is open to TSOs and expert 
groups nominated by IAEA Member States. 
Representatives of the European Commission, 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development Nuclear Energy Agency (OECD 
NEA) and regional TSO networks participate 
as observers. A TSOF Steering Committee 
facilitates and oversees the implementation  
of the forum’s programme.

Collaborating with TSOF
TSOF encourages an open dialogue and 
sharing of technical and scientific information. It 
promotes coordination and collaboration among 
the TSOF members to strengthen and improve 
nuclear safety globally. The Forum works to:

• Strengthen the role of technical and scientific 
capabilities in Member States;

• Support technical and scientific capabilities  
in countries expanding or embarking on a 
nuclear programme;

• Promote coordination and collaboration among 
the TSOF members to foster scientific and 
technical capacity building;

• Share safety and security research, 
development and experiences including 
lessons learned; 

• Share feedback on the use of the IAEA safety 
standards and other publications.
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Collaborating with TSOF (continued)
TSOF works to enhance nuclear and 
radiation safety and security and related 
infrastructure. Forum activities are 
implemented in close cooperation with the 
Regulatory Cooperation Forum, regional TSO 
networks and the OECD NEA’s Committee 
on the Safety of Nuclear Installations.

The TSOF Steering Committee provides advice 
on policies and strategies for the forum. It 
meets twice a year and is headed by a chair 
person who is appointed by the forum for a 
two-year period. The Committee’s membership 
is defined and reviewed in coordination 
with the IAEA every two years. The IAEA 
Secretariat supports the activities of TSOF 
and its steering committee and maintains the 
TSOF website www.gnssn.iaea.org/TSOF.

What does TSO Forum offer?
• A platform to develop common approaches to 

build and maintain a high level of safety in line 
with the IAEA safety standards.

• An initiative to help Member States in 
developing and strengthening their technical 
and scientific capabilities, based on an IAEA 
Technical Document developed with the 
support of the Forum. 

• Workshops linked to TSO Forum activities.

• TSO Conferences – the fourth TSO Conference 
will be held in Brussels in 15-19 October 2018.

TSO Forum members and partners
• Member States: Belgium, Canada, Czech 

Republic, China, Finland, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Pakistan, 
Poland, Russian Federation, Slovakia, United 
States of America.

• Partner organizations: the European 
Commission and its Joint Research Centre and 
the European Training and Tutoring Institute.

How do I join TSO Forum?
The TSO Forum is open to technical and 
scientific units in Regulatory Bodies and TSOs.

Resources
Email: TSOF.Contact-Point@iaea.org

Visit: gnssn.iaea.org/main/tsof/
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Participants in a consultancy meeting on the development of 
cases studies to support member states in developing TSOs 
(Photo: K. Ben Ouaghrem/IAEA)


